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MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT 
The next meeting of the Senior Statesmen of Virginia will be held on  

Wednesday, April 11, 2012, 1:30 pm – 3:00 pm 
at the Senior Center, Inc., on Pepsi Place 

 

The Delegates report on the 2012 General Assembly: 
 Rob Bell, Matt Fariss, Steve Landes and David Toscano 

     
Delegates Rob Bell, Matt Fariss, Steve Landes, and David Toscano will provide their perspectives on 
the issues that came before the 2012 legislature.  The program will be moderated by SSV Secretary Bill 
Davis and is free and open to the public.  

  
 

Delegate C. Matthew Fariss 
Preferred Name: Matt  
Member Since 2012 

R - 59th District 
Counties of Albemarle (part), 
Appomattox, Buckingham, 

Campbell (part), and Nelson 
(part)  

 

Matt Fariss is a seventh 
generation native of 
Campbell County with a 
desire for future genera-
tions to continue to re-
side in the region. His 
wife, Crystal, and chil-
dren, Hunter, Bobby,  
 
continued on page 3 

Delegate R. Steven Landes 
Preferred Name: Steve  

Member Since 1996 
R - 25th District 

Counties of Albemarle (part), 
Augusta (part), and Rocking-

ham (part)  
 

 
Delegate Landes is 
serving his eighth term 
in the House. He is a 
Member of the House 
Education, Appropria-
tions, Rules, and Privi-
leges and Elections 
Committees. 
 
continued on page 2 

Delegate David J. Toscano 
Preferred Name: David  

Member Since 2006 
D - 57th District 

County of Albemarle (part); 
City of Charlottesville 

 
 

 
David Toscano is serv-
ing his third term in the 
Virginia General As-
sembly, representing 
the 57th District of the 
House of Delegates, 
where he serves on the 
Courts of Justice;  
 
continued on page 2 

Delegate Robert B. Bell 
Preferred Name: Rob  
Member Since 2002 

R - 58th District 
Counties of Albemarle (part), 
Fluvanna (part), Greene, and 

Rockingham (part)  
 

 
An honors graduate of 
the University of Virgin-
ia and the University of 
Virginia Law School, 
Rob served as a state 
prosecutor for five 
years. He prosecuted 
over 2,400 cases,  
 
continued on page 3 



25th District—Delegate R. Steven Landes (R), continued from page 1 
 
Steve is Vice Chairman of the House Education Committee. He was recently appointed Chairman of the Economic Develop-
ment, Agriculture, and Natural Resources Subcommittee of House Appropriations as well as a Budget Conferee. Steve is also 
Past President of the Weyers Cave Ruritan Club.  
 
Steve serves on the Major Employment and Investment (MEI) Projects Approval Commission. He was recently appointed to 
serve as a member of the Governor’s Advisory Council on Revenue Esti-
mates. 
 
Steve is also is the Vice Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Center 
for Rural Virginia. Steve serves on the Board of Trustees of the Frontier 
Culture Museum of Virginia as well as the Board of Visitors of the Virginia 
School for the Deaf and the Blind. 
 

From 1988 to 1992, Steve served as legislative assistant to his predeces-
sor, former Delegate A.R. “Pete” Giesen, Jr., and from 1993 to 1995 
served as Congressman Bob Goodlatte’s district director and district repre-
sentative. 
 
Steve is the Community Relations Coordinator for DuPont Community 
Credit Union, which is headquartered in Waynesboro, Virginia. He served 
as Executive Director of NewBiz Virginia, the Shenandoah Valley’s small 
business incubator, for five years. Steve was a life insurance agent and registered representative with Massachusetts Mutual 
Life Insurance Company. Steve also worked a Davis & Davis Marketing, Inc., a Staunton-based marketing and advertising firm, 
as a media buyer and then as an account executive. 
 
Steve is a graduate of Buffalo Gap High School in Augusta County, and he received a Bachelor of Science degree from Virginia 
Commonwealth University. He and his wife Angela, who is an Assistant Commonwealth’s Attorney for Augusta County, live in 
Weyers Cave with their son Roth. Steve and Angela are both members and elders of Mt. Horeb Presbyterian Church. 

57th District—Delegate David J. Toscano (D), continued from page 1 

 
Transportation; and Science & Technology committees. David also serves on the Disability Commission and has served on the 
special Joint Subcommittee to Study Land Use Tools in the Commonwealth and the Joint Committee to study Math, Science, 

and Engineering.  He is also a member of the United Way Board and the Chamber of 
Commerce. 
 
David, his wife Nancy A. Tramontin, and son Matthew live in Charlottesville. David is a 
practicing attorney and an active volunteer for many community-based organizations. 
 
David is an attorney with Buck, Toscano & Tereskerz, Ltd., and specializes in family 
law, real estate transactions, and estate planning. 
 
David’s priorities are education, energy, and the environment. He fights for education 
funding, against teacher pay freezes, and to protect VRS and retirement benefits. He 
pushes the cause of renewable energy, and stood against those who deny the reality 
of climate change.  He opposes predatory lending in its various forms. He argues for 
multifaceted transportation programs that include roads, rail, and public transit.  He 
opposes cuts to services for the poor and disabled, defends a woman’s right to choose, 
and advances reforms in foster care and adoption, so that all children will have the op-
portunity to live productive lives in family settings free from abuse and neglect. 

 
The Virginia League of Conservation Voters has named David a “Legislative Hero” four times for his work on environmental is-
sues. 
 
David was born in Syracuse, New York, the oldest of five children.  He received a bachelor’s degree from Colgate University, a 
Ph.D. from Boston College, and a law degree from the University of Virginia.  He has taught politics and sociology at various col-
leges and universities, including Boston College, University of Maryland (European Division), PVCC, University of Virginia, and 
James Madison University.  He recently taught for the University of Virginia as part of  its 14-week Semester at Sea program. 
 
David served on the Charlottesville City Council from 1990 to 2002 and as Mayor 1994-96.  David is a resident of the City of 
Charlottesville, where he lives with his wife, Nancy A. Tramontin, and their son, Matthew. 



58th District—Delegate Robert B. Bell (R), continued from page 1 

 
working with the police and crime victims to bring criminals to justice. 
 
In the Virginia General Assembly, Rob has written laws that crack down on drunk driving. As a result, MADD (Virginia) named 
him the 2005 Outstanding Legislator. He is also interested in school safety. In recent years, he has written laws to ban criminal 
sex offenders from school property during school hours and to require additional background checks on school personnel. In 
2008, Rob helped overhaul Virginia's mental health commitment laws in light of the tragedy at Virginia Tech. And, in 2009, Rob 
received the Act, Honor, Hope award from the Virginia Sexual and Domestic Violence Action Alliance to recognize his work in 
the Virginia General Assembly. 
 
An Eagle Scout, Rob was an active volunteer with the Boy Scouts and with the public 
schools prior to his election in 2001. Rob’s wife, Jessica, is a schoolteacher. She is 
currently staying home to raise their children, Robbie and Evie. The Bells live in Albe-
marle County and are members of Aldersgate United Methodist Church. 
 
Rob understands that in tough economic times everyone — business, communities, gov-
ernment — needs to pitch in to create and protect Virginia jobs. That's why Rob has 
fought to preserve and promote Virginia's #1 business-friendly ranking. This helps Virgin-
ia's small businesses to expand and encourages new companies to move here. 
 
In response to the 2007 Virginia Tech shootings, Rob was chosen to lead a special Vir-
ginia House of Delegates subcommittee charged with reforming Virginia’s mental health 
commitment laws. The subcommittee’s goals were to ensure that a similar tragedy would 
not happen again and to protect the ability of Virginians to voluntarily seek care for them-
selves. In 2008, as a result of the subcommittee’s work, Virginia saw the most sweeping 
reforms of mental health commitment laws in 30 years 
 
Rob and Jessica's son Robbie attends public school. Jessica is a high school English teacher who is currently taking time off to raise 
Robbie and Evie.  As delegate, Rob regularly visits our schools to talk with students. He has taught more than 1,000 students about 
civics and how laws are made. Rob has also sponsored local students as pages in the Virginia General Assembly and others have 
served as interns in his legislative office. 
 
Rob is a champion for our communities against crime. He has led an all-out assault against drunk driving and has fought to protect our 
families from sex offenders. Rob has served on the Virginia Crime Commission since 2003 and is currently chairman. 

59th District—Delegate C. Matthew Fariss (R), continued from page 1 

 
and Harrison are the reason Matt entered this campaign. He hopes that they can continue to enjoy the same rights and freedoms 
that he has been blessed with, and, as delegate, he will fight against liberal policies that will put those liberties in jeopardy. De-
spite his various successes, he is first and foremost a Christian family man committed to serving his family and community. 
 
Matt was blessed to grow up in rural Virginia. However, as a youth he may have taken some of those blessings for granted and 
was subsequently "fired" by his father around twenty years old.  Following that incident, Matt employed the values of hard work 
that he'd learned since he was a child. He began purchasing cattle and growing his business operation. Through the years, Matt 
has operated a country store, managed large amounts of real estate, raised cattle, managed farms, and operated numerous 
businesses. In addition to other projects, he is currently co-
owner and Vice President of the Lynchburg Livestock Market, 
the largest livestock market center in Virginia. Matt has mastered 
numerous business ventures, and always has multiple projects 
going on at one time. As delegate, he will apply that business 
savvy towards serving his constituents in Richmond. 
 
Having never run for or held office before, Matt is ready to take 
on the new challenge of representing the citizens of the 59th 
District. Seeking political office is not something that Matt ever 
planned or envisioned for himself. As a result, Matt has no fa-
vors to return in Richmond or in Washington, and his work will 
be focused solely on serving his constituents. His service comes 
because he understands that times like these require sacrifices 
and commitments of those capable of leading. Matt knows that 
Richmond is in need of a common sense conservative approach, 
and, as a businessman, he is capable of bringing that much needed attitude to the House of Delegates. Central Virginia needs a 
man with roots in the district who understands how to create jobs and make common sense decision. As delegate, Matt will nev-
er become an ivory tower leader; instead, he will remain committed to being a citizen-legislator fighting for the economy, values, 
and future of rural Virginia. 



The purpose of the Senior Statesmen of Virginia, a nonprofit, nonpartisan, educational and advocacy organization is to enable seniors to 
identify and articulate their viewpoints on the issues affecting all the citizens of Virginia; to encourage knowledge of and active participation in 
the public processes of government; to disseminate information about the social, governmental, and educational institutions; and to prepare 
resolutions stating positions on member-selected issues for distribution to appropriate public officials. 
 
Membership in the SSV is open to all past and present citizens of the Commonwealth of Virginia.  Join now!  Annual dues are just $20.00.  
Mail your check in the amount of $20.00, (payable to “SSV”) to Senior Statesmen of Virginia, P.O. Box 6591, Charlottesville, VA  22906.     
Telephone:  434-806-4474.  E-mail:  jimp@videoprovirginia.com  

Please visit our website at:  www.seniorstatesmen.org/ 

Senior Statesmen of Virginia  
P.O. Box 6591 
Charlottesville, VA  22906  

The Senior Statesmen of Virginia is pleased to welcome William (“Bill”) S. Satterthwaite Jr., 2600 Barracks Road, Apt. 
252, Charlottesville, VA  22901, 434-295-6291. 

Upcoming meeting schedule (all to be held at the Senior Center, Inc., 1:30 p.m.—3:00 p.m.) ...   
Wednesday, May 9, 1:30 p.m., Virginia Senators’ reports.   Invited guests:  Creigh Deeds and Bryce Reeves. 
   
Wednesday, June 13, 1:30 p.m., SSV member Terry Cooper speaking on “Reflections on the state of politics with par-
ticular reference to the 2012 Presidential campaign.” 

In case you missed the March 14, 2012,  meeting of the Senior Statesmen of Virginia…    
  
This article reprinted (and reformatted and truncated to fit available space) from the Daily Progress, March 15, 

2012, written by Megan Davis. 
  

Littlepage, at senior center, bemoans distractions of college athletics 
  

One need not look very hard to see the “chaos” in intercollegiate athletics — schools moving among confer-
ences, players moving among teams and an abundance of scandals, said Craig Littlepage, athletic director for the 
University of Virginia.  

“You need a scorecard to keep up with this stuff,” he said, addressing a group of about 50 senior residents gath-
ered for a forum hosted by Senior Statesmen of Virginia on Wednesday. 

Littlepage said he urges colleagues in the industry to take responsibility for the state of intercollegiate athletics 
and work to change it. 

“We as leaders, administrators, senior administrators, officials at the conference level, NCAA level, coaches and so forth, have not done 
the kind of job we need to do in defining what our value is to our respective institutions,” he said. “Absent that clear definition, we then get de-
fined by either our critics or we get defined by scandals.” 

Littlepage defined what he described as important opportunities athletics programs bring to their respective institutions. 
“There are two things we do at the University of Virginia in the athletics department better than anywhere else at the institution,” he said. 

“Number one is we bring people together … Secondly, we develop relationships.” 
Both circumstances support the university’s primary missions of “teaching, learning and research, which are far more important than the 

games we play,” Littlepage said. Through about 130 athletic events held each year, UVa draws thousands to the Grounds, he said. 
“We can develop relationships with those people we bring together — parents of a student athlete with a faculty member, a faculty mem-

ber with a corporate sponsor. You can look at any number of combinations of the ability we have to bring people together to develop the kind of 
relationships that bring great value to the university, as well as exposure and recognition of the university.” 
  
Please hear the entire presentation on the Charlottesville Podcasting Network at: http://www.cvillepodcast.com/category/senior-statesmen/.                                          


